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HALTON DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
Special Education Advisory Committee       
JWS – Large Boardroom 
Tuesday, April 3, 2018, 7pm 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present:  Jason Bartlett, Chair (Member-at-Large); Denise Nacev (Vice-Chair); Amy Collard 
(Trustee Alternate); Sherry Foster (Association for Bright Children); Diane 
Vandenbossche (Learning Disabilities Association of Halton); Lisa Cameron (Autism 
Ontario); Mike Brown (Halton Down Syndrome Association); Tammy Beattie (Learning 
Disabilities Association of Ontario); Leah Reynolds (Trustee Alternate); Melissa 
Dockeray (Easter Seals Ontario); Sophia Siddiqi (Halton Down Syndrome Association); 
Kim Graves (Trustee) 

 
Staff: Mark Zonneveld (Superintendent); Jane Lewis (Principal of Special Education); 

Margaret Kew (Vice-Principal of Special Education); Lorna Goodrow (SEAC Assistant)  
  
Regrets: Carla Marshall (Autism Ontario);  Dawn Spence (Association for Bright Children); 

Richelle Papin (Trustee Representative); Lucille Morris (Member at Large) 
  
Trustees: Andrea Grebenc (Chair of Board of Trustees); Jeanne Gray  
   

1.0   Opening 
1.1. Welcome and Call to Order 

J. Bartlett called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  
  
1.2. Approval of Agenda 

#106-18                        
Be it resolved that the Special Education Advisory Committee approve the agenda for 
April 3, 2018.  

Carried Unanimously  
                                                                  

2.0 Call for Notices of Motion/Reports to the Board 
 None 
 
3.0 Action 
 

3.1  Minutes of March 6, 2018  meeting 
#107-18 all approved                      

Be it resolved that the minutes for the meeting of the Special Education Advisory 
Committee for March 6, 2018 be approved as amended. 
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   Carried Unanimously 
3.2  Budget 
  
M. Zonneveld reported that our projection is about .5% growth increase for next year. Senior staff has 
been working through budget, based on 0 based budget which means we are not anticipating funding 
for increases or decreases. M. Zonneveld explained that when we work through our process for this 
year and there are some funds at end of process, then we can have a conversation about those funds 
and how they will be utilized.  If there are suggestions tonight, these can be discussed, but we’re not 
bringing anything forward tonight. L. Veerman, Superintendent of Business Services presented 
Trustees with a power point presentation regarding further details of the budget, and I will be 
forwarding these presentations to SEAC members for their information. M. Zonneveld then asked 
members if they had any questions/comments regarding the budget and its process. 
 
SEAC members engaged in a discussion about the Special Education Review and the hopes that it 
would generate some cost saving recommendations.  A request was made to share the budget 
information that was received by trustees. 
 
3.3  Special Education Review/Break Out Discussions on First Four Recommendations  

 
D. Nacev confirmed that everyone has received the Special Education Review report. We thought the 
best way was to review this over 2 meetings (tonight’s and our May meeting).  Focus this evening is 
on the first 4 recommendations. Think about what you see as benefits for our students. Second, what 
would you like staff to consider as they’re implementing any of these recommendations and thirdly if 
you have any questions/concerns about these recommendations. We will split into 4 groups, 10 
minutes per group. M. Zonneveld confirmed that at May’s meeting we will focus on the next four 
recommendations. Break out groups began at 7:52 p.m. and continued for approximately 45 minutes. 

 
J. Bartlett thanked everyone for participating in the break out groups and it was confirmed that the 
second SEAC meeting scheduled for April 17th will be cancelled. 

 
4.0 Questions from the Public 

 
None.  J. Bartlett reminded that we take questions via email and to please forward them to Lorna 
Goodrow at goodrowl@hdsb.ca 

 
5.0 SEAC Discussion/Question Period 
 
D. Vandenbossche asked M. Zonneveld about the list of students on the unidentified IEP list? M. 
Zonneveld responded that at the last Steering Committee that if there is a next stage of the review, 
we will be digging into that list deeper and understanding it better.  
 
D. Nacev raised concerns over the proposed draft renovation plans for Nelson HS.  M. Zonneveld 
confirmed that this is a draft plan. We are here tonight for your feedback.  Not everyone has seen the 
plans.  At this point, M. Zonneveld put the plans up on the screen for all members to see so that an 
informed discussion could take place. M. Zonneveld and T. Blackwell spoke in depth regarding the 
renovations and additions that were on the screen. M. Zonneveld and T. Blackwell appreciated 
everyone’s suggestions/concerns/perspectives.  M. Zonneveld commented that all of this evening’s 
feedback will be taken into consideration as well as listening to our staff from a program perspective. 
 
J. Bartlett asked for a motion to extend this evening’s meeting at 9:31, it was raised by S. Siddiqi and 
seconded by K. Graves.  This motion was carried unanimously. 
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S. Foster would like to request a presentation from staff on how we are addressing the services that 
were previously delivered by IRTs.  What PD has been done and with whom? How specifically are we 
growing our SERT capacity in each of our exceptionalities and how are the SERTs sharing this in a 
way that the IRTs previously did?  Would like an overview of how our IPLs are supporting students 
that was previously done by IRTs. Include an overview of our IPLs responsibilities and support to 
students.  M. Zonneveld confirmed that we can do that and decide where in future agendas that 
would fit.  
 
6.0 Communication to SEAC  

 
None this month 
 

6.1   Superintendent’s Report - SEAC Superintendent’s Report – April 3, 2018 

1.    Changes in Self-Contained Classes for 2018-19 school year – The following changes in 

self-contained classes are occurring effective Sept 2018: 
New classes: 

-       Learning Disabilities Gr. 4-6 at Sir E MacMillan PS in Burlington 
-       Learning Disabilities Gr. 4-6 at Central PS in Burlington 
-       Behaviour Resource Class Gr. 4-6 at Clarksdale PS in Burlington 
-       Learning Disabilities Gr 6-8 at Montclair PS in Oakville 
-       Learning Disabilities Gr 4-5 at Joseph Gibbons PS in Georgetown 
-       Life Skills Gr 4-8 at Silver Creek PS in Georgetown 
-       Behaviour Resource Class Gr 4-6 at Chris Hadfield PS in Milton 

Location Change: 

-       Communication Class Gr K-3 from Abbey Lane PS in Oakville to Boyne PS in Milton 
  

2.    MM Robinson HS and Nelson HS Draft Renovation Sketch Plans – Draft sketch plans 
have been developed for the renovations to these two schools.  These drafts are in the April 
4th board package beginning on p. 52, available at this link.  Questions and comments are 
welcome, with the opportunity for discussion during this meeting. 
 
3.    Provincial Budget – In the provincial budget announced last week there are several areas 

of funding impacting students with special needs.  These funding increases include: 
-       Multi-Disciplinary Team staffing 
-       Increase in the Special Incidence Portion which supports 
-       Reductions in wait lists for psychological assessments (EPO) 
-       Additional staffing for training and support 
-       Continuation of the Renewed Math Strategy 
-       Additional Mental Health support (psychology, psychiatry, social work) 

M. Zonneveld put MMR’s building plans onto the screen and this was also discussed and shared with 

everyone in great detail.  

6.2   Association Reports 
 

S. Foster announced that Victoria Larke as the new ABC Halton president. As well, ABC Halton is 
hosting a parent information night. Special guest speaker is Natalie Orenchuk-Tomiuk who will speak 
on Anxiety in Gifted Children and tools to assess, manage and resolve these challenges. Also, there 
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is a free online conference - the Bright and Quirky Child Online Summit - A 6 day conference with 3-5 
sessions per day.  This is free to families.  Link here. 
 

6.3 Trustee Reports 
 
K. Graves spoke about a budget meeting she went to. Discussion about the school year calendar was 
brought up. Also should the upcoming Election Day be on a PA day? Our operational plan is there 
and will be approved two weeks from now and if you have any input to please send it directly to the 
Trustees. 
 

6.4  Committees and Other Reports  
 
PIC - none 
Accessibility Coordinating Committee – none 
Equity & Inclusive Education Advisory Steering Committee – none 
Working Together Document  - S. Foster can no longer attend during the day. If there is 

anyone who would like to attend these on behalf of SEAC, please contact her.  In the meantime she 
will attend remotely. Next one is April 11th.  
 
J. Bartlett asked M. Zonneveld to please send out the schedule for these meetings to all SEAC 
members.  M. Zonneveld confirmed he would do that. 
 
MMR/LBP Integration -  J. Bartlett confirmed there was no update 
 
7.0 Next Agenda/Order Paper 
 
No meeting on April 17th 
Special education review and next four recommendations will be discussed at May’s meeting.  
 
8.0 Adjournment 
 
8.1  Motion to Adjourn 

#108-18 D. Vandenbossche and S. Siddiqi 
 

           “THAT the meeting be adjourned.”  
                Carried Unanimously  
                
 The meeting adjourned at 10:01 pm 

https://www.positiveimpactfamily.com/bright-quirky-conference-2018/

